Ideological implications of paradigm discourse.
Whilst the notions of paradigm and paradigm shift have become popularized in nursing's scholarly literature, there has been relatively little critical analysis of their impact upon theoretical understanding. In this paper, the authors attempt to deconstruct the ways in which paradigm discourse has been applied in nursing scholarship, looking beyond the claims that are made in the name of paradigm shifts to the apparent motivation underlying those claims. Comparing discourse associated with the paradigm shifts that have emerged in nursing education, research and practice theory, they reveal an inherently divisive purpose to which paradigm language is commonly used, and examine the implications of the discourse for nursing knowledge development. On the basis of this analysis, the authors urge a cautious approach to the extremes of paradigm claims, and argue for a more thoughtful and lively dialogue regarding the interests served by locating ideological positions within paradigm language.